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IMCoS MALTA SYMPOSIUM

Every year IMCoS organise a Symposium in a different country and
this year they decided to honour us by choosing Malta as their
destination. The Malta Map Society (MMS) Committee prepared a
programme of events and visits for the foreign participants. Well
over 55 map librarians, curators, dealers and map enthusiasts hailing
from places as far away as America, Russia and Australia besides
Europe attended the International Map Collectors' Society/Malta
Map Society Symposium, held in Malta on the 22nd to the 25th

September, 2011.

The event began on Thursday at the National Museum of Fine Arts
in Valletta with a short welcome address to the visitors by Dr Albert
Ganado, the President of the Malta Map Society and Ms Bernadine
Scicluna who is the curator of ‘The Ganado Malta Map Collection’
which is housed in the Museum.

 This was followed by a guided visit of Dr Albert Ganado's 1571
home nearby, guided by Dr Ganado himself. This large home,
exchanged for his collection of maps with the Maltese Government,
is on one of the highest points of Valletta and commands breath-
taking land and harbour views from its rooftops.

A group photo taken during the visit at the National Museum of Fine Arts
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much fun.

Joseph Schirò did the introductory speech
and welcomed all those present, and the
Hon. Dr Mario De Marco Parliamentar y
Secretary for Tourism and Culture officially
opened the exhibition

On Saturday morning a cruise of the Grand
Harbour of Malta was made with an expert
commentary by Dr Stephen Spiteri. This was
followed in the afternoon by a visit to the
Valletta house of the Marquis De Piro, an
expert on old paintings and an avid collector
of all things beautiful including maps of
Malta. The visitors later had tea with the
Marquis and his lovely wife in their beautiful
internal courtyard.

Dun Gwann Azzopardi guided the participants
on Sunday to a tour of the Wignacourt
Museum collections in Rabat and then of the
grotto where St. Paul lived during his time in
Malta. The day ended with a talk at the
Excelsior Hotel on the little known subject of
the Caribbean possessions of the Order of
St John of Malta. This was given by Dr William
Zammit and illustrated with manuscript maps
of the islands that were drawn up by the
Knights of Malta who supervised the islands.

After dinner later at the Excelsior Hotel,
speeches of thanks were given by Dr Hans
Kok President of IMCoS and Dr Albert Ganado,
President of the Malta Map Society. Dr Hans
Kok then presented Dr Ganado with a
commemorative plaque of the 2011 IMCoS
Malta Symposium.

The MMS on its part gave a souvenir to each
IMCoS participant which consisted of a limited
numbered edition of The Early Maltese
Cartographers written by Albert Ganado and
a specially designed limited edition envelope
which was cancel led with the special
cancellation stamp, numbered and signed by
the President of the MMS, Dr Albert Ganado.
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On Friday the Symposium delegates visited the
National Library of Malta in Valletta, where a
special exhibition had been mounted to show
some of the cartographic treasures housed there,
such as the Atlas Maior by Blaeu, several Lafreri
Atlases, the Arcano Del Mare by Robert Dudley
and the rare Perez D’Aleccio album of etchings
published in Rome in 1582. Then the group went
to the Grandmaster's Palace to view the actual
world famous Perez d'Aleccio frescoes of the Great
Siege of Malta of 1565 from which the etchings
were based.

In the evening delegates attended the official
opening by the Hon. Dr Mario De Marco of the
exhibition: German Maps of Malta at the Malta
National Maritime Museum in Vittoriosa. This
exhibition was the biggest and most significant
event of the Symposium. The majority of the
maps came from ‘The Albert Ganado Map
Collection’ however private collectors, who are
also members of the MMS, generously offered
some rare and unique maps which were not in
the Ganado collection.

The preparation of the exhibition and the writing
of the catalogue by Dr Albert Ganado and Joseph
Schirò started at the beginning of this year who
worked hard to trace, where possible, the edition
from where each map had been taken, and in
fact when the map was found in the publication,
the map was exhibited in the book as it was felt
that it was better to show the map in its context
rather than the map loose, even if it was found
in the Ganado collection. In fact some maps were
displayed in showcases.

An innovative idea in the exhibition was a
children’s corner where educational games
with a cartographic theme were created by
the Educational Section of Heritage Malta
since one of the aims of the exhibition was
also to target children as much as possible
and create for them a memorable experience
when they visited the exhibition. This would
also help shed the idea that cartography was
some elitist subject which could not be that

IMCoS MALTA SYMPOSIUM. cont.

IMCoS participants studying the cartographic treasures at the National Library of Malta

The Hon. Dr Mario De Marco Parliamentary
Secretary for Tourism and Culture officially
opening the exhibition

At the lecture delivered by Dr William Zammit

The commemorative plaque presented to MMS on
t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  I M C o S  S y m p o s i u m .
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GAME ENGRAVINGS IN A LAFRERI ATLAS

Albert Ganado

 The most popular game in the last eight centuries
seems to have been that of the playing cards
which in Europe go back to at least 1377. In Malta
playing cards have been recorded to have been
in use in 1600, if not before, during the reign of
Grand Master Hugues Loubens de Verdale (1582-
1595)1 . From what has so far come to light on
the old playing cards extant in Malta, only one
incomplete deck is of geographical interest. It
contains questions and answers on geography
and general guides on various European
countries, including a description of Malta2.

Perhaps no other games were as common and
popular as playing cards. However during his
research on the maps of Malta the author has
come across two dice games with a geographical
content, although geographical cards were quite
common3.

One game was printed with 26 maps on a single
sheet titled along the head LE IEU de GEOGRAPHIE
se Vend. The places that figure on the sheet are
limited to Europe and Asia.  It is possible that
another 26 maps of Africa and America were
printed on another sheet, thus making the
classical number of 52. There is no separate map
of the Maltese islands, but they are drawn and
mentioned as I. Malta on the map of Italy.
Similarly, there are no separate maps of the other
Mediterranean islands. The first map shows
Europe, followed by 12 European countries, while
the 14th map depicts Asia, followed by other Far
Eastern countries. On this particular sheet there
is no name or imprint to prove by whom it was
produced.

Most of the maps are numbered with Arabic
numerals, but a few have capital letters. The five
maps on the left in the first column have a missing
margin at the extreme left, in which perhaps
there were numbers or a letter, the margin being
partly present at the bottom corner in which only
one, namely, ‘3 ISLE DE I[AVA]’ can be discerned.
The numbers and letters on the maps in the two
top rows are enclosed within a heart sign, while
the rest are in a diamond, with only Asia having
the diamond sign surmounted by a crown.

First 13 maps

[?] L’EUROPE.
D  MOSCOVIE.
P  SUEDE & DANEMARK.
C  ISLES BRITANNIQUES
10  LA FRANCE.
9 L’ESPAGNE.
[8] L’ITALIE.
7 TURCQUIE en EUROPE.
6  HONGRIE &c.
5 LA POLOGNE.
4 ISLE D’ISLANDE.
[3] L’ARCHIPEL &c.

The other 13 maps

R  L’ASIE.
D GRANDE TARTARIE.
P TURCQUIE en ASIE.
C PERSIE.
10  GRAND MOGOL.
[9] LE GANGE &c.
8 LA CHINE
7 ISLE DU IAPON.
6 ISLES MALDIVES
5 ISLE DE CEYLAN &c.
4 ISLE DE SUMATRA
3 ISLE DE I[AVA]
2 ISLE DE BORNEO.

The maps are in this sequence:

1 G. Bonello, “Gambling in Malta under the Order of St. John” The Playing Card – Journal of the International Playing-Card Society,
Oct-Dec 2005, vol.34, no.2, pp. 124-136. I am grateful to Joseph Schirò for this reference, and for providing me with other books
on gambling.

2 J. Schirò and J. Thorpe, “Playing cards with a Malta connection”, Treasures of Malta, Easter 2001, no. 20, vol. VII (2), pp.17-22.

This article followed a previous one written by J. Schirò, “18th century playing cards” on some rare playing cards printed in Malta,
Treasures of Malta, Easter 1999, no.[14], vol. V (2), pp. 9-13.

In the 2001 article, a Sergeant Gatt R.M.A. was mentioned in connection with the pack produced in 1912. It was stated that he
might have been Colonel Frederick Gatt. This cannot be because Colonel Gatt was not raised from the ranks and he passed away
on 22 September 1892, twenty years before the pack was issued.

3 C. Perry Hargrave, A history of playing cards and a bibliography of cards and gaming, New York, 1966. The author mentions Austrian,
Dutch, English, French, German and Italian geographical cards, besides American.

As hearts and diamonds are used on the 26 maps
in this sheet, spades and clubs were presumably
to be found on the 26 maps in the other sheet.

Each set of numbers and letters belong to a deck
of playing cards, with R standing for Roi, D for
Dame, P for Prince, and C for Chevalier being the
Ace.

The description of this game of playing cards has
been taken from a photograph of the sheet in the
author’s possession4 . According to a pencil note
on the verso the original is preserved at the
Mercator Museum, Sint-Niklaas-Waas, Belgium.

Another game of geography forms part of a set
of four French games with different subjects.  The
game is titled LE JEU DE LA GÉOGRAPHIE and it
contains in all 48 numbered place names in as
many squares or slightly different panels, starting
from Europe to reach France and win. The travel
route is enclosed with decorated borders and
goes round an empty centre which contains the
title and two legends. At the bottom left corner,
which is decorated with flowers, foliage and fruit,
there is the engraver’s name: Roussel fe[cit]. Along
the foot, left of centre, the inscription Chez le Gras
Grande Salle du Palais a L. Couronnée could be the
imprint of the publisher.

4 The photograph was given to the author in 1972 by his great friend and Melitensia collector Carlo Liberto (1914-2004) who lived
in Bern.

Fig. 1 Le Jeu de la Géographie engraved and signed by Roussel in Paris, c.1729.
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The number 1 of the game is assigned to LA
FRANCE while L’EUROPE is numbered 48. This is
the starting point and each player has to try and
pass through all the other countries to reach
France: Passez de l’Europe pour revenir à la France
ou l’on gagne seulement au second tour.  If he
succeeds, he qualifies to pass on to the second
round.

When he reaches France he wins all and takes a
counter from each of the other players: On gagne
tout et un jeton de chaque joüeur. On various
squares reference is made to particular rules of
the game5 . According to a legend in the centre
of the board, the rules of the game were to be
found on pages 303 et suivantes of the Book.

These are the geographical names on the board,
with the relative numbers:

1.    LA FRANCE
2.    L’ESPAGNE
3.    LE PORTUGAL
4.    l’ANGLETERRE
5.    l’ECOSSE
6.    l’IRLANDE
7.    DANNEMARK
8.    LA SUEDE
9.    LA MOSCOVIE
10.  LA POLOGNE
11.  l’ALEMAGNE
12.  E. DE BAVIERE
13.  E. DE MAYENCE
14.  E. DE TREVES
15.  E. DE COLOGNE
16.  LE PALATINAT DU RHIN
17.  LA SAXE
18.  LE BRANDEBOURG
19.  HANOVER
20.  l’ITALIE
21.  LE PIEMONT
22.  MILAN
23.  PARME
24.  MODENE

25.  LE MANTOUAN
26.  LA TOSCANE
27.  LA MIRANDOL
28.  LA SAVOYE
29.  LA SICILE
30.  R VENISE
31.  R. GENES
32.  R. LUQUES
33.  LA HOLANDE
34.  LA LORRAINE
35.  l’AFRIQUE
36.  l ASIE
37.  LA PERSE
38.  LA TARTARIE
39.  LA CHINE
40.  l’INDE
41.  LE LAPON
42.  MALTHE
43.  LA TURQUIE
44.  LA BOHEME
45.  SIAM
46.  LA SUISSE
47.  l’AMERIQUE
48.  l’EUROPE

Some squares have no instructions written
on them apart from the number and place
name.  A few,  l ike  I ndia ,  merely  make
reference to a rule voy. reg. XV. Several others
tell the player what he has to do, such as to
start all over again, or, like Sweden, to make
a quote on the history of that country or play
two counters: ou mettez deux jetons ou jeu.
The player who reaches Malta makes a lucky
strike taking counters from all the other
players: Tirez un jeton de chaque joüeur et deux
du jeu.

This board gives no clue as to its date, as the
name of Roussel as an engraver occurs in
various centuries.  For instance, Frémyn
Roussel was active as an engraver between
1540-1568. However, from features which
occur on another board of the set, one can
conclude that the set was produced in the
eighteenth century. The three other games
of the set are the following: JEU DE LA FABLE,
JEU DU BLASON, and IEU HISTORIQUES DES
ROIS DE FRANCE. The first two merely repeat
the engraver ’s  surname:  R o u s s e l  s c u l p .
However, the third one is signed Gravé par
Cl. Roussel, namely, Claude Roussel.  Actually
h e  e t c h e d  a n o t h e r  g a m e  t i t l e d  L e s
Délassemens des éléves de Mars ou Nouveau
jeu militaire (432 x 547mm), an example of
which is extant at the British Library. The print
was published in Paris by Louis Crépy, at rue
S .  J a c q u e s  à  S .  P i e r r e  p r e s  l a  r u e  d e  l a
parcheminerie6 .
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5 The author has come across two French books of game rules that might apply to the dice games described, namely, Academie
universelles des jeux avec des instructions faciles pour apprendre à les bien jouer. Nouvelle édition. Amsterdam, 1760; Academie universelle
des jeux contenant les règles de tous les jeux, avec des instructions faciles pour apprendre à les bien jouer, augmentée du jeu de Whist. Paris,
1765.

6 This was the business address of Etienne-Louis Crépy (c.1706-post 1759), son of Jean Crépy (c.1650–1739). There was also a Louis
Crépy, possibly the same person as Etienne-Louis. (Tooley’s Dictionary of Mapmakers, A-D, Tring, U. K., 1999, p. 313).

Fig. 2 Ieu Historique des Rois de France engraved and signed by Claude Roussel in Paris, c.1729.
(Courtesy of the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale, Rome)

The date of this engraving may be guessed at
through another feature appearing on this
particular game. The French Kings making up
this game are 66 in all, running from Pharamond
(no. 1) to Louis XV (no. 66) which is accompanied
with his portrait. Louis XV (1710-1774) became
King of France when still a child and in 1729 a
Dauphìn was born to him. A portrait of the King
at number 66 of the Jeu des Rois de France
depicts him as still very young, while the
number 2 on the Jeu du Blason refers to the
arms of the DAUPHIN DE FRANCE. It seems
therefore that the latter game was printed in
1729 or somewhat later, and the same date
would apply to the other games if they came
out as one set.  The publisher of this set is

unknown. However, the name of Crépy comes
to mind as the Crépy family of engravers and
publishers indulged in this kind of games7 .
Malta does not figure at all in the game titled
JEU DE LA FABLE which is mythological, but
it has a place in the JEU DE BLASON as the
Order of St John of Malta had its own
emblem. This sheet covers 55 countries,
Kings, nobles, cities and provinces owning
their own coats of arms, but the escutcheons
themselves are not depicted. The first box
is named ARMES DE FRANCE while number
55 is assigned to the Canton Appenzel.
Royalty includes France, Spain, Portugal,
England, Poland, Sweden, Denmark, Russia
and Sicily, LE TURC and LE PAPE.

7 There is extant at the Yale University Library a world travel game printed on a large sheet which could be associated with Jean
Crépy. It consists of two central hemispheres surrounded by a double lane of stops numbered 1–78 and representing a round-
the-world tour finishing at Paris. (R.W. Shirley, The Mapping of the world… 1472-1700, London, 1993, p. 545).












