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The Malta Map Society was set
up for the purpose of fostering
among the general public an
active interest in old maps and
in particular in the antique
maps of Malta. With this aim in
view, resort to the media is
essential.
Consequently, one of the early
decisions taken by the
Committee of the Society was
the publication of a newsletter.
Through it the Society can
reach the public at large to
make known its activities,
while at the same time its
members and map collectors
can be made aware of what is
going on in the map world

both in Malta and abroad.
The material filling the pages
of the newsletter is not limited
to members of the society.
Contributions by nonmembers that make
interesting reading are more
than welcome. The newsletter
may also ser ve to attrac t
readers to become members
of the Society.
Albert Ganado
June 2010
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THE M ALTA M AP SOCIET Y
collectors of Melitensia. What
started as a hobby for Albert
Ganado, his collecting became
a profession and has in turn
developed into a mission which is why the Malta Map
S ociet y was being bor n.

The foundation meeting of the Malta Map Society was
held on the 14th of November 2009 in the Pardo Hall at
the Ministr y of Foreign Affairs in Merchants Street,
Valletta.
The meeting started at 10.35 a.m. with an introductory
speech by Albert Ganado who thanked the audience
present for accepting his invitation to lay the foundations
for the formation of a Malta Map Society.
The idea for a Malta Map
Society was germinated about
ten years ago during the
Proceedings of History Week
of that year between H.E. Dr
Ivan Fsadni and Dr Albert
Ganado. After their meeting,
H.E. Dr Ivan Fsadni compiled
various aims and objectives of
various map societies or
circles from all over the world
and prepared a lot of the
groundwork. Dr Alber t

Ganado then proceeded to
give a signed offprint of a
paper published in Imago et
Mensura Mundi, which he had
delivered at the IX Congresso
internazionale di Storia della
Cartografia in Rome and
entitled ‘I taly ’s Six teenth
Century Contribution to the
Cartography of Malta’, to all
the members present as a
memento of this historic
occasion.

After the presentation, Albert
G anado dedicated a few
words to the memory of his
father Dr Roberto Federico
Ganado who had instilled in
him his love for Melitensia
study and for his avid
collection of Malta maps and
Melitensia in general. A very
keen collector himself, his
father must have been,
together with Magistrate
Edgar Parnis, one of the main

Dr Albert Ganado then
proceeded to pass a motion
to nominate an ad hoc
committee, which was
approved by the members
present, to draft a Statute for
t h e M a l t a M a p S o c i e t y.
The first Statutory meeting of
the ver y first Malta Map
Society was held on Saturday,
March 6th 2010 at 10.30 am at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Pardo Hall, Merchants Street,
Valletta, Malta GC.
The meeting was chaired by
Dr Albert Ganado, who was
nominated for President of the
n e w s o c i e t y. T h e o t h e r
nominations to sit on the
Committee were H.E. Dr Ivan
Fsadni, Mr Joseph Schirò , Mr
Claude Micallef Attard, Ms
Bernadine Scicluna, Dr Austin
Sammut, Mr William Soler, Dr
William Zammit and Mr Rod
Lyon.
Dr G anado read out the
statutes of the new society
which were unanimously
approved. Members then
discussed a number of topics
such as the immediate setting
up of a website, documenting
the numerous old oil paintings
on the island which feature
maps and which are found
mostly in private collections,
the maps kept at the National
Librar y and the National

What started as a hobby
for Albert Ganado, his
collecting became a
profession and has in turn
developed into a mission which is why the Malta
Map Society was being
born.
Maritime Museum and a
number of other topics
including the fascinating
subject of variants of Maltese
maps of which Dr Ganado
gave a number of examples
and also revealed that
fo l l ow i n g t h e s u cce s s f u l
M iniature M aps of M alta
exhibition in Gozo, a number
of new variants had been
identified by collectors and
visitors.
It was decided to hold the
Committee meetings of the
new society at the Museum of
Fine Arts, South Street, Valletta
which presently houses the
Alber t Ganado Malta Map
Collection.
The first committee meeting
of the newly formed Malta
Map Society was held on
Saturday, March 13th, at 10.30
am at the Museum of Fine Arts
in Valletta. Dr Ganado was
confir med in his role as
President and H.E. Dr Ivan

Fsadni was elec ted Vice President. Mr. Claude Micallef
Attard was elected Treasurer,
M r. Joseph S chirò,
S e c r e t a r y, a n d D r A u s t i n
Sammut became Public
Relations Officer. Dr Ganado
and several other members
made generous donations to
the new society and it was
decided to publish a fourpage Newsletter on a regular
basis.
Joseph Schirò
presented some suggestions
for the society logo which
were designed by Edward
Schembri.
For those who would like to
join the Society, a subscription
form can be obtained through
the Secretar y, M r Joseph
Schirò at ‘Felicity’ Vjal ir-Rihan
San Gwann SGN9030, by
sending an email at
joseph.schiro@onvol.net or by
accessing the Malta Map
Society website at
www.maltamapsociety.com.
Joseph Schirò

UNKNOWN VARIANT DISCOVERED
An unknown variant of Francesco Villamena's 1602 map of Valletta with an inset map of the
Maltese Islands, has just been discovered, while designing the logo for the recently formed
society.

The logo, a Baroque -style
car touche, includes the
Villamena inset of the island
group of Malta and a
compass rose. It was while
studying copies of the
Vi l l a m e n a m a p t h a t t h e
undersigned together with
Claude Micallef Attard, the
Treasurer, realised that there
existed variants of this map
which was first published in
Bosio’s Dell’Istoria della Sacra
Religione et Ill.ma Militia di
San Giovanni Gierosolimitano,
Parte Terza, in Rome, 1602.
This not insignificant
difference establishes clearly
the existence of at least two
states of the map. The second

state is exactly similar to the
first state which was
published in Bosio’s book,
except that in the second
state on the cartouche of the
inset map at the bottom left,
there is the monogram or
mark of the engraver
Villamena, which is missing
i n t h e f i r s t s t a t e. C l o s e
examination
under

the second copy which forms
part of the original collection
of maps found at the NMFA
collection has the Inventory
No. 2938. The AGMMC copy
has the watermark of a
pilgrim holding a crook over
his shoulder 1 , whilst the
NMFA copy has a fleur-de-lys
over a triple mount in a circle
with single-wire ‘M’ over the

circle. 2
The first state which is found
in Bosio’s first edition copy
o f D r G a n a d o’s p r i v a t e
Melitensia collection was also
examined for its watermark
and it was found to be a
kneeling man with a large
cross in a broad shield. 3
Villamena was born in Assisi
around 1566, and died in

Rome in 1626. A very prolific
and able designer and
engraver, he arrived in Rome
during the reign of Pope
Sixtus V who was a great
patron of the Arts. He initially
worked under the direction of
Cornelius Coort and Agostino
Caracci.4
Joseph Schirò

magnification revealed that
the monogram was added
later. An explanation for this
could be that Villamena might
have decided to issue a few
copies of the map as
broadsheets separately on his
ow n a n d s o h e d e c i d e d
to add his monogram.
Two copies of the second
state were examined together
with Dr Ganado after this
discovery was communicated
to him. One copy which is
now in the Albert Ganado
Malta Map Collection
(AGMMC ) at the National
Museum of Fine Arts (NMFA)
has the Inventory No. 414 and

Second state of the Francesco Villamena’s map made after Francesco dell’Antella
1 Woodward David, Catalogue of Watermarks in Italian Printed Maps ca 1540-1600, Florence, Leo S. Olschki Editore, 1996, p. 30.
2 Ibid, p. 79.
3 Ibid, p. 34.
4 De Angelis, Giovanni, Notizie degli intagliatori con osservazioni critiche…, Vol. 15 pp. 54-57, Siena, Dai Torchj d’Onorato Porri, 1816.
Ganado in his book Valletta Città Nuova – A map History (1566-1600) (2003), gives a biography of dell'Antella (1567-1624), pp.330-332;
and of Villamena (1566-1624), p.335.

BOOKS ON WATERMARKS
The study of watermarks is essential to be able to distinguish
between the different editions and states of maps. Below is a list
of books which can be consulted by our members.
Books available in Maltese Libraries
Briquet, Charles Moïse, Les Filigraines, (fascimile of the orginal 1923
edition published in Leipzig), Vol. 1-4, Martino Publishing, Mansfield
Centre, Connecticut, U.S.A., 2000. (Location: Bighi Conservation
Division, Heritage Malta).
The original Leipzig edition can be found at the National Library of
Malta, Valletta.
Churchill, W.A., Watermarks in Paper in Holland, England, France, etc.
in the XVII and XVIII Centuries and Their Interconnections, Menno
Herztberger & Co., Amsterdam, 1967. (Location: Joseph Schirò
private library).
Crocker, Alan, Surrey Watermarks, reprinted from The Quarterly No.
16 (Supplement), the Journal of the British Association of Paper
Historians, September, 1995. (Location: Joseph Schirò private library).
De Bofarull Y Sans, Don Francisco, Animals in Watermarks, The Paper
Publications Society, Hilversum, Holland, 1959. (Location: Bighi
Conservation Division, Heritage Malta).
Eineder, Georg, The Ancient Paper-Mills of the Former AustroHungarian Empire and Their Watermarks, Vol. VIII, The Paper
Publications Society, Hilversum, Holland, 1960. (Location: Bighi
Conservation Division, Heritage Malta).

Heawood, Edward, Watermarks: Mainly of the 17th and 18th Centuries,
Vol. I. The Paper Publications Society, Hilversum, Holland, 1950.
(Location: Joseph Schirò private library).
Klepikov, S.A., Watermarks and Stamps in Paper of Russian and Foreign
Production of the XVII-XX Centuries, Publishing Office of All-Union
Book Chamber, Moscow, 1959. (Location: Bighi Conservation Division,
Heritage Malta).
Lindt, Johann, The Paper-Mills of Berne and Their Watermarks, Vol. X,
The Paper Publications Society, Hilversum, Holland, 1964. (Location:
Bighi Conservation Division, Heritage Malta).
Mosˇin, Vladimir, Anchor Watermarks, Vol. XIII. The Paper Publications
Society, Hilversum, Holland, 1973. (Location: Joseph Schirò private
library).
Paper Publications Society, The Nostitz Papers, Vol.V, The Paper
Publications Society, Hilversum, Holland, 1956. (Location: Bighi
Conservation Division, Heritage Malta).
Shorter, Alfred H. Paper Mills and Paper Makers in England 1495-1800,
Vol. VI, The Paper Publications Society, Hilversum, Holland, 1957.
(Location: Bighi Conser vation Division, Heritage M alta).
Simmons, J.S.G. (ed.), Likhachev’s Watermarks (an English language
version), Vol. XV Tome 1, The Paper Publications Society, Hilversum,
Holland, 1994. (Location: Bighi Conservation Division, Heritage
Malta).
Simmons, J.S.G. (ed.), Likhachev’s Watermarks (an English language
version), Vol. XV Tome 2, The Paper Publications Society, Hilversum,
Holland, 1994. (Location: Bighi Conservation Division, Heritage
Malta).

Geraklitov, A.A. Watermarks of the XVIIth Century in Paper of
Manuscripts and Printed Documents of Russian Origin, Publishing
House of the Academie of Sciences, Moscow USSR, 1963. (Location:
Bighi Conservation Division, Heritage Malta).

Simmons, J.S.G., Tromonin’s Watermarks Album (A facsimile of the
Moscow 1844 edition), Vol. XI, The Paper Publications Society,
Hilversum, Holland, 1965. (Location: Bighi Conservation Division,
Heritage Malta).

Gravell, Thomas L., George Miller & Elizabeth Walsh, Catalogue of
American Watermarks, 1690-1835, Oak Knoll Press, New Castle,
Delaware, U.S.A., 2002. (Location: Joseph Schirò private library).

Woodward, David, Catalogue of Watermarks in Italian Printed Maps
ca 1540-1600, Leo S. Olschki Editore, 1996. (Location: Bighi
Conservation Division, Heritage Malta).
Joseph Schirò

BOOK REVIEW
The most prestigious
publication of recent years
is without doubt volume 3
in The History of
Cartography series. It
c o n s i s t s o f t wo h e av y
tomes, with Part I having
xlii + 1171 pages and Part
I I h av i n g x x v i i + 1 0 0 8
pages.
Th e b u l k o f t h i s t h i rd
volume explores the
Eu ro p e a n c a r to gra p h i c
traditions of the Italian
States, Portugal, Spain, the
Germanic States, the Low
Co u n t r i e s, Fr a n c e, t h e
British Isles, Scandinavia,
East Central Europe and
Russia. It is titled
Cartography in the
European Renaissance,
published by the University
of Chicago Press. The late
D av i d Wo o d w a rd g ave
special attention to the
16th century maps of the
Lafreri school in which
Malta excels through the
picture-maps of the Great
Siege of 1565 and the
building of Valletta.
The first coloured plate in
Part I shows the marvellous
map by Antonio Saliba,
engraved by Mario Cartaro
and published in Naples in
1582. Only one example is
known. The map depicts in
nine concentric circles the
elemental spheres of the

cosmos. Saliba described
himself as Maltese dal Gozo
Dottore in Filosofia, Teologia
et in Legge Canonica. It was
given so much importance
that it was printed on the
front jacket of Par t I, but
unfortunately, there is no
mention in the volume that

Saliba was M altese. (For
further reading on this map,
see Albert Ganado, 'The early
Maltese cartographers Cassar, Saliba, Miriti, Gili', in
De Triremibus Festschrift in
honour of Joseph Muscat,
Malta, 2005, 227-262 and
colour plate 20).
Albert Ganado
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